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Nebraska Population and Economic 
Trends
• CPAR Website and Reports
• Sources of Data for Nebraska
▫ Census Bureau
 Annual Estimates
 2010 Census
 American Community Survey
▫ Bureau of Economic Analysis
• Changes 2000-10
▫ Total population, age, race, Hispanic/Latino, household 
characteristics, housing
• Key Demographic Indicators
• Economic Trends from BEA
CPAR Website and Reports
http://www.unomaha.edu/cpar/
Annual Estimates from the Census 
Bureau
• The Population Estimates Program releases population 
and housing units estimates for states, counties, and 
cities throughout the year. 
• In general, the most current estimates released in a 
given year refer to the population on July 1 of the 
previous year. 
• Data are provided for each year since the most recent 
Census.
• Most recent release supersedes data from prior 
releases.
• http://www.census.gov/popest/estimates.php
2010 Census Data Releases
• Currently available
▫ Apportionment data—state count used for apportionment
▫ Redistricting data—total population counts by race, Hispanic/Latino, and 
aged 18 years and older. Available for all areas, including counties and cities, 
even individual blocks.
 Allows redistricting – making geographic boundaries of elected offices of equal 
population size
▫ Summary File 1—detailed data on age, sex, households, families, the 
population in group quarters, and housing units. Also included are counts for 
many race and Hispanic or Latino categories. Available for all areas, including 
counties and cities, even individual blocks for some data.
• Coming soon
▫ Summary File 2—Same information as SF1 iterated for many detailed race 
and Hispanic or Latino categories, and American Indian and Alaska Native 
tribes. Includes counties, cities, and census tracts if there are enough people in 
the category.
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Population and Population 
Change
State Population Summary
• Nebraska now has 1,826,341 persons, an increase of 115,076 
or 6.7 percent from the 2000 count of 1,711,265
▫ Nebraska ranked 30th regarding percent change (percent change rank up from 
37th in 1990s)
 Nebraska bested the 4.1 and 6.1% growth rates in Iowa and Kansas
• Nebraska’s growth rate of 6.7 percent in the 2000s was not as 
strong as the 8.4 percent rise seen in the 1990s
▫ However, it did exceed the average decade growth rate between 1950 and 2000 
(5.3 percent)
• The 1st and 2nd Congressional Districts gained population while the 
3rd District lost population
▫ Boundaries were redrawn by the Unicameral Legislature


Nebraska Population Change Rate by Decade: 1900s to 2000s
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Sources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau
Comparison of Population Change Rates in Nebraska and the U.S.: 1900s to 2000s decades
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U.S. Nebraska DifferenceSources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau
Sources: Nebraska Health and Human Services System, Vital Statistics; and US Census Bureau, 
Annual Estimates
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County Population Summary
• 24 Nebraska counties gained population while 69 lost 
population between 2000 and 2010
▫ Compares to 40 growing counties in the 1990s and only 10 in the 1980s
▫ 23 counties lost 10% or more of their population between 2000 and 2010 
▫ NE has a high percentage of counties with loss compared to nearby states
• Sarpy, Lancaster and Douglas counties are among the state’s 
fastest growing
▫ These are also the state’s 3 most populous counties so concentration of the state’s 
population into its metropolitan areas is continuing to occur
▫ Douglas, Lancaster, and Sarpy accounted for 52.6 percent of Nebraska’s 
population in 2010, up from 48.9 percent in 2000
▫ These 3 counties grew 14.9 percent between 2000 and 2010 while the remaining 
90 counties lost 1.1 percent
County Population Summary (Continued)
• Metropolitan counties added population, but nonmetropolitan 
counties lost population
▫ Metropolitan 13.7%
▫ Nonmetropolitan -1.8%
 Micropolitan 2.1%
 Largest city 2,500 to 9,999 persons -4.3%
 Largest city under 2,500 persons -8.0%
• Nebraska’s legislative districts also were redrawn with metro areas 
gaining more representation. Legislative district 49 was moved from 
Northwest Nebraska to Sarpy County. 

Nebraska County Population Changes Over 
Time Number of Counties that:
Decade Gained Lost
1950-60 23 70
1960-70 25 68
1970-80 42 51
1980-90 10 83
1990-00 40 53
2000-10 24 69
Percentage Change in Population for Nebraska's Largest 3 Counties of Douglas, 
Lancaster, and Sarpy versus the Rest of the State: 1950 to 2010
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Natural Change
Natural Change = Births - Deaths
Natural Change
• 1990 to 2000
▫ Births leveled off and then increased slightly
▫ Birth rates by age of mother increased slightly from 1990
▫ Deaths increased slightly
• 2000 to 2010
▫ Based on Vital Records from the Nebraska Dept of Health and 
Human Services, the decade population growth stemmed from 
about 109,500 more births than deaths
▫ The 2000s “natural change” rate of 6.4 percent was higher than 
the 1990s (5.4 percent)
 Rate of deaths during 2000s decade was lowest on record
 44 counties had more deaths than births 
Nebraska Natural Change Rate by Decade: 1930s to 2000s
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Sources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; Vital Statistics Reports, 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
Nebraska Births, Deaths, and Natural Change: 1925-2009
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Source: Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska 
Department of Health and Human Services
Baby Boom: 1946-1964
Baby Boom Echo: 
1977-1991
3rd Wave: 
2003+

Net Migration
Net Migration
• 1990 to 2000
▫ Added about 48,000 persons during the decade (3.1 percent)
▫ Decade with net inmigration for the first time in 6 decades
▫ International greater than domestic
▫ 42 counties had net inmigration or no net outmigration
• 2000 to 2010
▫ The state experienced a net inmigration of about 5,600 persons 
▫ The 2000s net migration rate of 0.3 percent was below a 3.1 percent 
inmigration in the 1990s
▫ The 1990s and 2000s are the only decades since 1930 to have net 
inmigration
▫ Average decade net migration rate was -3.6 percent between 1950 
and 2000
▫ Only 14 counties had net inmigration
Nebraska Net Migration Rate by Decade: 1930s to 2000s
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Sources: Decennial Censuses, U.S. Census Bureau; Vital Statistics Reports, 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
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Comparison of Nebraska Domestic Inflows, Outflows, and Net Person Movement Based on 
IRS Tax Filings: 1989-2009
Total Domestic Inflow Total Domestic Outflow Total Net Domestic
Source: IRS State-to-
Source: IRS State-to-
State Migration Files
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
CPAR @ UNO 7-25-11
Nebraska's net domestic person 
movement in 2009 was the best 
since 1996, which was the last 
time Nebraska had a net gain of 
persons from other states.
30
-6,000
-5,000
-4,000
-3,000
-2,000
-1,000
0
1,000
Metropolitan (9) Micropolitan Core (10) Rest of State (74)N
e
t 
M
ig
ra
ti
o
n
 b
a
s
e
d
 o
n
 N
u
m
b
e
r 
o
f 
E
x
e
m
p
ti
o
n
s
 C
h
a
n
g
in
g
 F
il
in
g
 L
o
c
a
ti
o
n
s
County Category (# of counties)
Nebraska State-to-State Net Migration by County Type Based on the Last 10 Years of IRS Tax 
Filing Data (1999-00 to 2008-09)
Source: IRS migration files, downloaded from 
Missouri State Data Center website
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
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Net Migration within Nebraska by County Type Based on the Last 10 Years of IRS Tax Filing 
Data (1999-00 to 2008-09)
Source: IRS migration files, downloaded from 
Missouri State Data Center website
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
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Net Migration within Nebraska by County Type Based on the Last 10 Years of IRS Tax Filing 
Data (1999-00 to 2008-09)
Source: IRS migration files, downloaded from 
Missouri State Data Center website
Compiled and Prepared by: David Drozd, 
Center for Public Affairs Research, UNO
Inmigration of 12
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Cities and Towns
City and Town Population Summary
• Only 143 communities gained population in the 2000s compared to  289 in 
the 1990s
▫ More than 200 communities lost more than 10% of their population in the 2000s 
– only 84 did so in the 1990s
• The median size town in Nebraska in 2010 had 318 residents (Lodgepole
and Scotia). It was 341 in 2000.
• Monowi, NE in Boyd County had 1 resident in 2010 (peak population 123 in 
1930); Gross, NE also in Boyd County had 2 residents in 2010 (peak of 325 
in 1900)
• The 2000 count in Hallam, NE was 276 persons and estimates indicated the 
town was growing before a tornado hit the community mid-decade – the 
2010 count was 213 persons (down 23% since 2000)
• Due to a large annexation of land, Terrytown in Scotts Bluff County was the 
state’s 2nd fastest growing place (+85%). Gretna led the state’s growth, 
increasing 89%
Percent Population Change for All Cities in Various City
Size Categories: 2000 to 2010
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2010 Nebraska Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group
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Age Group
Source: 2010 Census, U.S. Census Bureau
Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; pink 
represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"
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2010 Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
Total Population of Nebraska's Nine Metro Counties
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2010 Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
Total Population of Nebraska's 84 Nonmetro Counties
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Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin
Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin
• Nebraska’s population growth is predominately in minority racial 
and ethnic groups
▫ Hispanic or Latino (of any race) grew by 77 percent
 Accounted for nearly two-thirds of state’s overall growth
▫ Asian, non Hispanic grew by 47 percent
▫ The White, non Hispanic population barely increased (0.4%)
• In 2010, Minority population was 17.9 percent of total
▫ Up from 12.7 in 2000 and 7.4 percent in 1990
• Minority population is much younger
▫ Relatively more under 40
▫ Relatively fewer 40+ 
Race and Hispanic/Latino Origin 
Change 2000-2010
• Total population 6.7 percent
• Not Hispanic/Latino Origin 2.6 percent
▫ White alone 0.4 percent
▫ African American or Black alone 19.9 percent
▫ American Indian & Alaska Native alone 9.9 percent
▫ Asian alone 47.2 percent
▫ Nat. Hawaiian, Pac. Islander alone 49.3 percent
▫ Some other race alone 59.5 percent
▫ Two or more races 60.6 percent
• Hispanic/Latino Origin 77.3 percent
• Minority 50.7 percent
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Key Demographic Indicators
Households and Families in Nebraska, 1970-2010
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Economic Trends from BEA Employment 
and Per Capita Personal Income
Employment
• Employment grew about the same rate as the US 
in the 1970s, more rapidly in the early 1990s, 
and more slowly since 1995.
• US employment peaked in 2007, Nebraska in 
2008
• Since 1969, the rate of growth in Nebraska’s 
employment is 3.5 times larger than its 
population.
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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Nebraska and United States Employment: 1969-2009
United States Nebraska
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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Jobs in Nebraska Counties By Metropolitan and Micropolitan Status (2003 Definitions) and 
Size of Largest City 2,500-9,999 and Under 2,500: 1969-2009
Metro Micro 2,500-9,999 <2,500
Per Capita Income
• Per capita income declined in relation to the US 
between 1970 and 1980 and has fluctuated 
between 90 and 95 percent of the national 
average since 2000.
• Both metropolitan and nonmetro per capita 
incomes are increasing in relation to US, with 
nonmetro areas increasing more rapidly.
Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Information System
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Per Capita Personal Income of Nebraska Counties As a Percentage of the U.S. By 
Metropolitan and Nonmetropolitan Status (2003 Definitions): 1969-2009
Nebraska Metro Nonmetro
US = 100
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Per Capita Personal Income of Nebraska Counties As a Percentage of the U.S .By Metropolitan and Micropolitan 
Status (2003 Definitions) and Size of Largest City 2,500-9,999 and Under 2,500: 1969-2009
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Contact Us With Questions
• David Drozd
(402) 554-2132
ddrozd@unomaha.edu 
• Jerry Deichert
(402) 554-2134
jdeicher@unomaha.edu
• Also view the CPAR website
http://www.unomaha.edu/~cpar/
